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Senate Steering Minutes 
April 17, 2007 
7:20 PM - HUB 204N 
 
Respectfully submitted by Senate Secretary Alex Gwozda 
 
 
I.  Call to Order and Roll Call 
 
Hala called the meeting to order at 7:23 PM.  
 
Hala said she had an alternative, longer Senate agenda with Senate legislation for record 
keeping until the following week.   
 
Hala Dillsi  – present 
Mikhail Smirnov  – present 
Charles Cadwallader – present 
Alex Gwozda – present  
Sam Al-Khoury  – present 
Erin Shields – present 
Rene Singleton –absent 
Cullen White – absent 
Jessica Kang – present  
Jono Hanks – present 
Stephanie Adler – late, excused 
Melissa Aar – present 
Selma Dillsi – present 
Jon Solomon – present 
Yutaka Jono – present 
 
 
II. Approval of the Agenda 
 
Hala said she will ask all guests and people running for the board to leave the room while 
we make questions. 
 
Sam asked if that would mean all involved in the campaigns. 
 
Hala said yes, for instance also campaign managers. 
 
Melissa moved to make Senate committee appointments point V before Legislative 
Referral. Seconded. Without objection. 
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Jono moved to put a 15 minute time limit on BOD Candidate Forum under general 
discussion. Seconded. Objection. 
 
Erin  asked if we don’t have quorum in that discussion. 
 
Sam said it’s not a voting point, so it's not applicable. 
 
Charles moved to send everything except adjournment ahead of General Discussion. 
Seconded. Objection. 
 
Jono said he wants us to be timely so people can get home. 
 
Sam said 15 minutes gives less than 2 minutes per question and no time to discuss 
format.  
 
Yutaka amended the motion to 20 minutes.  Without second.  
 
Erin  asked if we can still extend the time if we don’t have quorum.   
 
Hala said no. 
 
Erin  said she’s concerned about having time limits at all if they cannot be extended. 
 
Jono withdrew his motion.   
 
Jon moved to approve the agenda as amended.   Seconded. Without objection.   
 
 
III. Chair’s report 
 
Hala said we are getting ready for the candidate forum, and will have an officer’s 
meeting this week. 
 
Alex asked Jon to make Facebook group for the candidate forum.   
 
Jon said he will make all an admin so they can invite others easily. 
 
Hala said she and other senators were at the Senate focus group for the HUB remodel 
architects. She said it went great, and the facilitators were very helpful.  She said she is 
hoping they can come May 22nd. 
 
 
IV. Officer's Reports 
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Jono asked about the Board Bill on the taskforce. 
 
Mikhail  said it was tabled until next week after, and there is no real board meeting this 
week.   He said they will have official business every other week.   
 
Hala said she talked with Sam about the potential having members of senators on the 
taskforce elected by Senate.  Hala asked Mikhail  if he can advocate for an amendment to 
have Senate members be elected by Senate.   
 
Sam said he thinks that will be very likely. 
 
Mikhail  agreed.  
 
Shawn Fisher asked about the makeup of the taskforce.  
 
Mikhail  said this year's board can’t create the taskforce.  He said currently it has both 
Senate and Board leadership.  He said he doesn’t know whether they should give specific 
number recommendations for not for next year.  He thinks there should be guidelines 
produced for the Board to decide next year.   
 
Hala said she would like everything pertaining to Senate be decided by Senate.  
 
Alex said he asked Josh Schripsema about website fixes and a possible overhaul, and he 
said he would not have time this quarter for an overhaul but some specific fixes would be 
possible. 
 
Alex asked steering members for which fixes would be most important, and took quick 
notes and a couple straw polls.  He said he would make the homepage nicer for larger 
fonts than he had been using, clear out legislation remaining from past years, ask Josh to 
help fix the cosponsors script, and look more into the senator lists for membership 
record-keeping.   
 
Selma said she would like outdated committee title language to be fixed.   
 
Charles said he’d like more permanent placards.  He said he’s holding to the old rules 
and new rules starting now.   
 
Selma asked how long it takes to get a senator a placard. 
 
Charles said it depends, but he tries to do it within a week or two.   
 
Hala asked how many senators have not received placards yet. 
 
Selma said week after week she does not receive placards back.   



 
����������	����	
����������
���
�����
���������	�����������	�������������
���	� ��	 ���
������������	
���
 � � ���������			�
 

�����
�����
����	���
��
�
�
�����
���� �


���
���������������������������������
�����������

��!
����� 
�
"������#
$%

� ���


 
Charles said he doesn’t have office hours on Monday, so it often depends on what he can 
get done Tuesday. 
 
Erin  moved to proceed to committee appointments.   
 
Charles asked where the new Ruckus senator seat form was. 
 
Hala said it’s downstairs. 
 
 
V. Committee Appointments 
 
Taylor  Sloan to Off-Campus. 
 
A member moved to approve.  Seconded. Without objection. 
 
 
VI. Legislative Referrals 
 
Erin  said she is not sure Senate should address a ballot question.  She said it could be 
changed to be in support of the context or issue behind the resolution. She said it’s 
similar to how we cannot endorse a specific candidate.   
 
Jono moved to send to FAA.  Seconded.  Without objection. 
 
Yutaka said Sunil, cosponsor, has resigned as senator. 
 
Hala said he is still an ASUW member.  
 
 
VII. Agenda for Senate of 04-24-2007 (5 min) 
 
Hala said she had an extended version of the agenda with all the resolutions. 
 
Selma moved to put R-13-22 as item d.  Seconded. Without objection.   
 
Jono moved to add SB-13-2 as item e.  Seconded. Without objection. 
 
Yutaka moved to put GPSS report after Chair’s report for 3 minutes. Seconded. Without 
objection. 
 
Melissa moved to add as item f. R-13-23.  Seconded. Without objection. 
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Selma moved to add R-13-2 as item g. Seconded. Without objection.   
 
Sameer asked if R-13-18 be placed as second readings on the agenda.   
 
Hala said it is on the extended version. 
 
Yutaka asked Hala to explain the candidate’s forum.   
 
Hala said she will discuss how that will work in her report.  She did not include many 
reports.  She said the presidential privilege is Cullen’s time to speak about what we have 
been doing.  
 
Sameer asked about putting presidential privilege after the forum. 
 
Jon said he will make the Power Struggle more clear. 
 
Yutaka moved to approve as amended. Without second.  
 
Erin  moved to place GPSS, BOD report, Presidential Privilege, and Committee reports in 
the usual order and format after the forum.  
 
Yutaka said it’s his understanding that Cullen is only most available around the 5:30 
time so he can come in and leave as needed. 
 
Alex moved to amend the motion to retain the Presidential Privilege.   Seconded.  
Objection. 
 
Alex said he thinks it makes sense. 
 
Jono said it shouldn’t matter. 
 
Jessica moved to go to vote. Seconded. Without objection. 
 
Amendment passes, presidential privilege retained. 
 
Jono moved to vote on the main motion. 
 
Motion passes. 
 
Yutaka moved to strike the GPSS report.  Seconded. Without objection. 
 
Erin  asked about a shortened design announcement time and a call to order before the 
unveiling. 
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Jon said Cullen is trying to do preorders in his time, so it may take 15 minutes.   
 
Jono moved to place Call to Order as II and make Husky Tee Announcements as a sub-
point to the Presidential Privilege.   Seconded. Objection.  
 
Jono said he thinks it saves time. 
 
Jon said he’s been working with Cullen, and thinks there should be 15 minutes for the 
unveiling.  
 
Erin  moved to amend the motion to have 15 minutes of Presidential Privilege. Seconded. 
Without objection. 
 
Motion passes.   
 
Jon moved to approve the agenda as amended. Seconded.  Without objection. 
 
Sameer and Shawn Fisher said they would like to have a discussion point on the Senate 
Reform committee.  
 
Erin  asked about tabling the minutes since we have missing members.   
 
Jono moved to table Senate minutes for one week.  Seconded. Without objection. 
 
A member moved to approve the Steering minutes. Seconded. Without objection. 
 
 
VIII. General Discussion 
 
Shawn Fisher said the bylaws say the Select committee can create legislation and send it 
to the floor.   
 
Charles said the best interpretation is that they cannot make legislation particularly, but 
they can present something to Steering.   
 
Sameer said he believes the committee can, because it says the OA empowers the 
committee to issue legislation.  
 
Erin  said she would say no, off of how the bylaws have been interpreted this year. 
 
Charles said even though it was passed by 2/3rds, we can’t overcome the bylaws. 
 
Yutaka said we must amend the bylaws to make a power change.   
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Charles yielded to Sameer. 
 
Sameer said it can be interpreted that recommendations could be made in the form of 
legislation, as stated in the text of OA-13-9. 
 
Jono said he thinks Sameer brings up a valid point. 
 
Yutaka said the only difference is whether or not it carries the weight of the committee. 
He said bylaws hold unless specifically overcome by direct amendment. 
 
Hala said we have been interpreting that if the bylaws aren’t explicitly included, they are 
considered excluded.  She said a recommendation is defined elsewhere in the bylaws. 
 
Erin  said we need to finish the meeting, and she said Mikhail  isn’t here as 
parliamentarian.  She said it’s a good point, but legislation can be challenged in Senate. 
 
Yutaka moved to put on record that the bylaws should be upheld if the OA contradicts it 
without explicit amendment. Without second.  Objection. 
 
Charles said a Whereas clause can state that there is the support of the committee. 
 
Hala said she is taking suggestions, since the actual questions will be secret until the 
morning of.   
 
Steering members not involved in campaigns remained to discuss the details of the forum 
and brainstorm question topics.   
 
Hala said for the record it’s OK to be involved after the forum, but give no involvement 
up through the Senate forum. 
 
 
IX. Adjournment 
 
Meeting adjourned at 10:10 PM.   


