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STUDENT SENATE 
Session 14, Meeting 15 
March 4th, 2008 
HUB-310 
 
Chaired by Shawn Fisher. 
Minutes by and respectfully submitted by Gerald Corporal. 
 
I. Committee Meetings 
Committees met in their respective locations to discuss legislation & other ASUW-business. 
 
II. Call to Order  
Shawn Fisher called the meeting to order at 5:07 pm. 
 
III. Approval of the Agenda 
Shawn entertained a motion to approve the agenda. 
 
Seconded by Gerald with no objection and the agenda was approved. 
 
IV. Public Forum 
 Presented by Vice-Provost and Dean of Undergraduate Academic Affairs Ed Taylor. 
 
Provost Taylor said he is in his second year as Dean of Undergraduate Academic Affairs. He’s 
been a faculty member for twelve years. When he got tenure, he decided what he wanted to get out 
of Miller Hall and figure out how people get to places like UW and meet with high schoolers in 
different communities and how they can get access to institutions of higher education. He started 
thinking about students and what it means to be a student and he started thinking about himself and 
what it meant for him to be a first generation student. He came to Gonzaga University from 
California and he started thinking about the work of being a student and he applied for this position 
and got it. He first started looking at data and who the students were and where they came from. He 
saw that people came from all around and he wanted to see what it meant to commit themselves to 
the University of Washington as opposed to other places they could have gone. His office does the 
orientation at the beginning of the school year. From the beginning they started with the Common 
Book in trying to create community. He’s in Mary-Gates Hall so Academic Advising is there and 
he wants to see that Academic Advising is connected to everyone with the question of how advising 
could be the best that it could be than anywhere else in the country and what it means to guide 
students through the system. 
 
The office also does assessment of students and there’s a question on the table on what do students 
know when they come here and what do they know when they leave the university. There are a 
range of programs and they also concern themselves with teaching and learning. Their job is to 
make sure they have an enriching experience and that students’ experience matter when they are 
here instead of just being an institution with students enrolled. They have a charge to put 
undergraduate issues at the center of the campus. About twenty years ago, he’s not sure if people 
would of said that it was a great undergraduate university, but just an amazing research institution. 



����������	����	
����������
���
�����
���������	�����������	�������������
���	� ��	 ���
������������	
���
 � � ���������	
�



�����
�����
����	���
��
�
�
�����
���� �

���
����������������������������������������������

��!
����� 
�
"������#
$%

� ���


 

They want to make it such so that this is a significant undergraduate institution. They will be 
focusing on talking about getting students to the center of the campus. If he was 18 and coming to 
this campus, his advisor would be in the Office of Minority Affairs in Schmitz Hall. Dr. Sheila 
Edwards Lange and he were talking about an integrated approach to advising: having an integrated 
experience for students. For instance, the office for disabilities is located in Schmitz Hall on the 
fourth floor in a far off corner. He and his colleagues are constantly talking about bringing students’ 
issues to the forefront- they want to put world class issues in front of students. 
 
Jono Hanks asked what specific goals have they been working on this year and what are goals for 
next year. 
 
Provost Taylor said he wanted to make sure that the advising experience is integrated, and that is 
serious work to make sure its coordinated. He also wants to be able to move towards a global 
institution, which means anyone should have the opportunity and have something significant 
happen here and to make it all affordable. They want to be ambitious about creating more 
international opportunities for students. They also want to make sure that transformative and 
powerful teaching happens here. The office also has an honors program that can get students ready 
for going beyond undergraduate studies. He wants to work closely with the athletic director and the 
athletes to create learning communities. For instance, a professor did a seminar with the men’s 
basketball team in Greece this past summer. He then introduced Mary Pat, a senior lecturer on the 
faculty for biology to do a presentation. They talk about how to raise the quality of instruction.  
 
Mary Pat said that her dad was in the military and what was interesting was that she remembered a 
day when she was in high school that the secretary remembered her name. For her, that was 
interesting because someone had known her name, something that was not too common since she 
moved around a lot. That is especially important for students at UW and the major she teaches as it 
is the second largest major on campus. She thinks that UW is a great university for research, so she 
wants to start making professors know student names. She talked to a group of FIG leaders at the 
beginning of the school year and asked them what the difference is between a mediocre and a great 
teacher. Points brought up were organization, passion for the subject and that they learn the student 
names. She said if students are to get involved in the undergraduate experience, they have to have 
greater faculty to student and student to student interaction. This can be fostered through learning 
students’ names by having student photos on a class list. A couple of other universities do it as well, 
including the top tier of Pacific-10 Conference schools. Unfortunately, UW is not a part of that list. 
These days there are webcams and a program that can take pictures that send the pictures to file, and 
these pictures can be changed later on. This is also private information too so the files get deleted at 
the end of the quarter. Faculty should learn students names because it’s a sign of respect, belonging 
and encourages a lot of participation. It’s also good for the future when it comes down to letters of 
recommendation. She feels that UW should move towards having this program. 
 
Natalie Bankson said that this happens at the School of Art and it is effective and makes her feel 
that it’s a community. 
 
Mary Pat said that a lot of schools at the University do this because they know that students are 
important. 
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Erin Lennon asked if some professors can opt out and if other institutions allow some to opt out. 
 
Mary Pat said that they don’t and its because the information is private anyways. 
 
Jon Solomon said he had an astronomy teacher do this and he thought it was weird, but with the 
ideas she has brought he better understands the purpose. 
 
Alex J said it’s a good idea, and he wanted to know what the greatest opposition is for this. 
 
Mary Pat said that it would take time and money to get this program started. There are several 
other projects as well, so this is towards the bottom of the list. 
 
Shawn asked the Senate who would like a program like this. The entire Senate showed unanimous 
interest in a program like this. 
 
Provost Taylor said that the premise underneath this is good. This is a huge campus, and the more 
it is shrinked down, it’s that type of innovation and the fact that one person can look up and call 
people’s names are a part of transformation. 
 
Ariane said that some students may not be comfortable because they want professors to be 
impartial when it comes to grading. But this program would also would entice students to 
participate more. So this can create favoritism and checks on participation and if there were certain 
faculty members with biases, they might abuse the system. 
 
Mary Pat said that with Faculty Fellows, there is a time when they are talked to with about grading 
papers. Names on papers are supposed to be covered and only the paper itself looked at. 
Unfortunately, the other issue is whether students put name or student numbers as that is not 
something that has been done. If faculty have abused by using biases, it goes straight to Ed Taylor. 
If this happens, students should not keep it to themselves, but sent straight to the Dean. Diversity is 
a big issue and a positive thing. Mary Pat thanked everyone and said that anyone can just e-mail 
her for more information. 
 
V. Chair’s Report 
 Presented by Shawn Fisher. 
 
Senate Bingo 
Holly said that she is going to pass out Senate Bingo sheets for everyone who wants to participate. 
There are blank spaces, and at the bottom of the sheet there are lists of things that commonly 
happen in Senate. When they happen, senators should fill them out accordingly and when someone 
has a bingo, then senators should raise their bingo sheets so as to not disrupt regular business. She’ll 
take a list of people with filled bingo sheets so she can see how many people got a bingo. Holly then 
presented her bingo prizes which include Twix candy bars, a pencil sharpener, an ice cream mold 
and a coffee mug. 
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Chairs Report 
Shawn said he went to Tacoma to meet with ASUW: Bothell and Tacoma with Tyler Dockins and 
Chris Paredes for the first ever Tri-campus Committee. On April 4th the Seattle campus will be 
hosting ASUW: Bothell and Tacoma. ASUW: Bothell is also looking to create a Senate so there will 
be guests coming in the near future. Other than that, he is passing around Student Regent 
Applications and he wants everyone to take two and pass them to people who they think will be 
great as a Student Regent among their constituencies and friends. He really wants to see a large 
undergraduate pool as well as a large pool in general. The deadline is April 9th, and the application 
is quite heavy so people should get it going quickly. 
 
Jon said that he’s back and the placard decorating contest is coming to a close. To be eligible, the 
placards must be back in the purple envelopes at the end of the next meeting for them to be judged. 
 
Jono Hanks announce that Commuters won Hall Caucus vs. Commuter Caucus with a score of 7-5. 
 
VI. GPSS Report 
 Presented by Yutaka Jono. 
 
Yutaka came up to serenade the Senate. He chose something that young people tend to enjoy, and 
he looked at the cover of the most recent issue of Rolling Stones and he chose: “Gimme More” by 
Britney Spears. 
 
VII. Orders of the Day 
A. Old Business- Second Readings 
I. R-14-16 A Resolution Concerning the Northern Illinois University Tragedy 
Sameer said that when Senate passes a resolution, it does not immediately become student opinion 
as the Board of Directors have to pass it and the Board has the ability to veto, ability to amend or to 
send back any legislation to Senate. This time around, the Board decided to send it back to Senate 
with certain Board recommendations. Senate has the option to accept or deny those 
recommendations and send it back. The Board can only send it back twice, and they will have to 
accept it or veto it the next time around. Specific things they wanted to talk about was the third 
WHEREAS clause, identifying the shooter, and that it was voiced that it was questionable to 
forward the health aspect of this. The Board thought that it was best to send it as a condolence or a 
policy resolution and not both. The vote was 6-0-2.  
 
Shawn said that the resolution is back to second readings and the recommendations are just 
recommendations. 
 
Tyson Johnston said that he made the motion to send it back. It was a good resolution, but he felt 
that the message of the tragedy to be explicit. It felt kind of iffy to mention this university’s policies 
which were an entirely different issue. He thought it would make sense to send two separate issues 
as condolences and policies on mental health. 
 
Yutaka said that this issue originally came up with the GPSS Executive Board. The GPSS thought it 
was simply a condolence bill because they were afraid that the phrasing made it sound like they are 
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trying to lobby this using NIU as an example. If senate feels that policy is just important, that’s the 
case. 
 
Shawn said that Senate is on second readings as if though the legislation was not passed and Senate 
has been given recommendations and whether or not they want to change them. 
 
Hala asked if this meant that if it were changed, then Senate would change them. 
 
Shawn said yes. 
 
Alex J said he was wondering if the legislation was changed or split up, he asked what it would 
change. NIU probably looked at it already and they probably appreciate it. He doesn’t think they are 
going to nitpick it, but they look at it as a kind gesture and he was wondering how much changing it 
would change. 
 
Rob Barnum-Reece said that he would like to think NIU would look at this and nitpick it. A part of 
it is internal and external. This contains policy and condolence on it so Senate needs to consider 
that. 
 
M’liss Dewald said she feels that what this Senate does and say, they should stick behind. What is 
passed should be fully stood behind with. She feels that she doesn’t like the thought of spending 
two hours of her week committing to this for things that she does not support. 
 
Jono said he thinks that this shouldn’t be separated. He feels that the lobbying clauses should stick 
there, and it says that this is the action UW is taking. It happened on their campus, and this is the 
action that should come from that and it’s logical. It’s more than an empty statement, and shows 
that UW is acting on it to make sure it doesn’t happen again. He feels that it should be passed and 
sent back to the Board. 
 
Ehsan Alezis said he concurs with Jono because the THAT clauses aren’t really questionable 
because its sending condolences saying that they support policies on mental health and actions are 
not insulting.  
 
Sameer said that unless there is a compelling need to do it, then don’t do it because Senate skipped 
first readings for this. Also, he wants to note that Board members were not present to discuss this. 
He agrees with Jono’s rationale, and knowing that other people are taking the necessary steps to 
protect themselves would personally make him feel better. This was already sent, but that shouldn’t 
relate to this at all, it should be what Senate wants. Essentially, Senate is not limited to doing one 
thing, and they shouldn’t be. These are very strongly related things: mental health and violence. 
Whether this is amended or not, he will continue to say its what students believe. 
 
Eric said that if it is sent back unchanged, wouldn’t it jus get sent back or vetoed. 
 
Shawn said what he should do is make sure Senate does what they want to do and what they want 
the legislation to look like. 
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Neil Rotta said that he agrees with Jono and that it should be kept intact and sent back to the 
Board. He understands the Board’s thought process but it is a much stronger piece of legislation if it 
is kept as it is. It’s not overtly policed, but shows that UW cares enough to do something. He 
doesn’t care what the Board chooses to do with it, but his conscious is that it should be sent at it is. 
 
Jen said that she knows a lot of Board members weren’t able to make it to Senate, but she wanted 
to make sure there was conversation. She wanted to let everyone know that she wanted this sent 
back because the Board is going to approve what the Senate agrees upon, they just wanted to make 
sure there was more dialogue. She strongly believes that the Board will affirm it to the Senate’s 
decision. She cant guarantee anything but that’s how she feels. 
 
Hala asked what part of second readings it’s on and then moved to vote to accept the resolution 
without changing it. 
 
Seconded by Yutaka. 
 
Objected by Ariane. 
 
Shawn read the legislation. 
 
Senate voted to close debate. 
 
Senate then voted on the legislation and it was passed unanimously. 
 
Holly said she that three senators raised their cards for bingo. She recognized Deniz, and he had a 
bingo; then recognized Jen Pesicka and she got bingo as well; then recognized Kadey Kloetsch as 
well. 
 
II. R-14-14 A Resolution Condemning Death Threats and Acts of Silence in Academia 
Hala moved to amend the ninth WHEREAS clause to read “whereas racism unchecked make 
people of color feel unsafe” and a tenth WHEREAS clause that says “whereas discrimination based 
on… religion, gender, sexual orientation and disability makes an unsafe environment for all 
people”. 
 
Jono asked if the first motion was dilatory, mentioning that the last time this was looked at, there 
was a motion on it and it was hotly debated. 
 
Shawn called the first one dilatory because this discussion was already had. 
 
Hala then questioned the decision of the Chair which meant the decision has been challenged, and 
the Senate had to decide whether to accept or deny this. 
 
Sameer said the appeal was to allow the motion to take place in the first place. 
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Senate voted and Tyson called division, and then Sameer then pointed out that there could be 
discussion. Shawn took a speaker’s list. 
 
Jono had a copy of the legislation from the last time it was discussed and read it. The discussion 
was on whether or not to remove the word feel and color, and he says it is dilatory. 
 
Tyson yielded. 
 
M’liss  said the discussion that took place was on people of color being limited and not being a 
broad umbrella. With the 10th whereas clause, the original one can say people of color. The original 
issue was that people of color was limited but now it is not. 
 
Tim Shigeta said he agreed with Jono in that he spent a lot of time discussing this and it was 
changed in the end.  
 
Kadey said in response to what M’liss  said, she thinks it’s still dilatory because there is nothing in 
the new amendment that says anything about race. 
 
Tim Patrick  moved to close debate. 
 
Seconded by Yutaka. 
 
Objected by Hala. 
 
Senate voted and division was called. Senate voted 34-16 and debate was closed. Senate then voted 
on the Chair’s decision on the amendment being dilatory. Senate voted in the amendment being 
dilatory. 
 
Shawn then took a speaker’s list for the second amendment. 
 
Tim P said that discrimination and safety are a direct correlation. Discrimination seems unjust and 
unpleasant. 
 
Jono said he likes the WHEREAS clause and that it is fantastic. It adds an umbrella effect. 
 
Akina Lantow  said she feels that this legislation should be centered around race, and to take this 
out, the whole point of it doesn’t make sense anymore. 
 
Yutaka moved to close debate. 
 
Seconded by Tim S with no objections. 
 
Senate then voted on the amendment and division was called by the Chair. Senate voted 17-13-16 
and the amendment passed. 
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M’liss  made an amendment to strike the 9th WHEREAS clause completely, and add to the 10th one 
to say “discrimination based on race”. 
 
Seconded by Yutaka. 
 
Objected by Tim S. 
 
M’liss  said she agrees with Akina and not including race in the legislation defeats the purpose in 
general, and that race should be added to the 10th whereas clause. 
 
Tim S said that it’s a two pronged objection. He disagrees with the notion that not all races are 
affected by the legislation. Everyone is by someway affected by race. Additionally, a lot of time has 
been spent talking about the clause already. 
 
Briana said the clause worries her because it doesn’t just apply to race and she entertained a motion 
to amend it. 
 
M’liss  said she thinks racism does effect everyone and that the 9th whereas clause is weak. 
 
Kadey said that with striking the clause removes that and that it still applies to everyone. 
 
Tyson yielded. 
 
Jono said he doesn’t like the idea of moving the WHEREAS clause because it’s the only one that 
says racism causes the unsafe environment. He feels that the clause should stay. 
 
Yutaka moved to close debate. 
 
Objected by Tyson. 
 
Senate voted on not passing the amendment. 
 
Tim P moved to keep the 9th WHEREAS clause and keep M’liss’  change to the 10th. 
 
Tyson said that racism and discrimination are very much the same thing in his eyes. People can not 
think for one minute that they can be separated and the statement bothered him a lot and he doesn’t 
know how to articulate it enough to make everyone understand. He hopes that people will learn 
more about the subjects before people speak to them. 
 
Sameer said that regardless of what happens, he hopes that it is the last amendment made for this 
clause. On the merit to the specific question, there is a lot of difference in opinion because 
connotations are attached to words like discrimination and racism. He doesn’t feel that Senate needs 
to worry about the specific words. He is completely indifferent to what words are used, and he likes 
the way the 10th WHEREAS clause is worded. The overall justification needs to be focused on, and 
the specific words are going to be debated hotly because everyone comes from different places. 
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M’liss  said she agrees that people attach different meanings to different words. She wanted to point 
out that there is a purpose of this legislation, and if people think that the 9th WHEREAS clause fits 
in, then she thinks people don’t get the main purpose of this legislation and that they are not 
opening their eyes. 
 
Jon moved to vote immediately on the amendment and the entire resolution. 
 
Seconded by Jono. 
 
Objected by Tyson. 
 
Senate voted against voting immediately. 
 
Yutaka moved to close debate on the amendment. 
 
Seconded by Sameer. 
 
Senate voted on the removing the WHEREAS clause and Shawn called division. With a vote of 18-
12-13 and the removal of the WHEREAS clause was added. 
 
Senate then voted on adding the word “race” and it was passed unanimously. 
 
Yutaka moved to table the resolution for another week. 
 
Seconded by Tim P. 
 
Objected by Jono. 
 
Jono said that he would like to finish it since it has been on the plate for several weeks and he wants 
it finished by tonight. 
 
Samantha Kraft said that her committee had it in the fall and they spent over a month on it, and 
even though it’s already 6:45, Senate should just finish it. 
 
Senate voted against tabling it for a week. 
 
Yutaka entertained a motion to have all the amendments flushed out right now. 
 
Chris Paredes motioned to add a couple of WHEREAS clauses at the end, the first one being 
“Whereas one of the UW’s values is diversity and WHERAES the University of Washington 
President has established the Leadership and Values Initiative to ensure this campus is welcoming 
for all UW employees and to work on issues of campus climate; therefore…” 
 
Seconded by Jon S with no objections and the amendment passed. 
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Eric  moved to vote on the legislation. 
 
Seconded by Yutaka with no objections. 
 
Senate voted unanimously on passing the legislation. 
 
VI. Presidential Privilege 
 Presented by Rob Barnum-Reece. 
 
Rob Barnum-Reece spoke on behalf of Tyler Dockins and that he and Jenny are combining the 
Privilege and Board spotlights. Rob said that there is a budget forecast of $23 billion in state 
revenues. The childcare bill is supported and is expected to pass, and campus safety legislation is 
wildly supported so UW will be getting money for that. Funding for the Husky Stadium resolution is 
technically dead, and wont pass this year but there is hope for it in the future. LSC decided to 
support tolls on 520 and will be occurring to pay for the renovations of 520. UW is neutral on the 
addition to add the branch campus. The operating budget of $582,000 for new operations that were 
not requested by the university were passed. The house budget will also provide money for the state 
childcare grant. UW also has $300000 in new money to expand the Burke Museum. 
 
Jenny said the Board hasn’t had too much business lately. Money has been granted to send Tyler 
and Bryce to Washington DC and a part of it is because of grants to cut money, and in the past the 
president has been to multiple campuses. PUB in the HUB was referred to Judicial, and elections 
are coming up and EAC really needs volunteers and they need as much help as possible. Elections 
are crucial and they want as many volunteers as possible to get the word out. If anyone is interested, 
there is a sign in sheet. She also said anyone running for a position can’t be on this committee. 
 
Rob yielded to Nick Gibson. 
 
Nick said that he’s with WSL and he works with every other institution and they get down together 
at Olympia and he wants to be able to empower WSL and the state and getting an initiative on the 
election. All that does is that it puts the question on the ballot and gives students the options to 
contribute $3 to WSL.  
 
Jenny said she wanted to thank Senate for taking the recommendations that the Board had. She and 
Rob and Yutaka will bring up the comments in Senate to the Board. 
 
Shawn entertained a motion to move on to announcements. 
 
So-moved by Gerald. 
 
Seconded by M’liss . 
 
Objected by Sameer. 
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Senate voted on moving on to announcements. 
 
VII. Announcements 
Shawn said that he was proud of everyone on discussion, especially on discussion of race and the 
way it was handled. 
 
Jon S said that the placard decoration contest closes next week and to be sure to have their placards 
next week. 
 
Drew said that for anyone who lives in the residence halls there is a clothing and food drive going 
on so stop by and donate. 
 
Jenny said that ASUW is still hiring, specifically the CORE Office Assistant.  
 
VIII. Adjournment  
 
Shawn entertained a motion to adjourn. 
 
So moved by Jon S with no objections. 
 
Senate was adjourned at 6:58 pm. 
 


